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And the Lord ſaid to him, Go thro" the 
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muidſt of the City, thro the midſt 9 
ra Ly and ſet a Mark Ki 45 
Foreheads of the Men that figh, and 
that cry for all the Abomnatzons that 

be done in the midſt thereef.. 


HE N the Words of this 
Prophecy were ſpoken, the 
Nation of the Fews was 
ripe for Deſtruction, * For 
the Iniquity f the Houſe of 
Iſrael and Judah was ex- 
ceeding great, and the Land 
was full of Blood, and the City full of Per- 
verſeneſs; for they ſaid, the Lord has for- 
aken the Earth, and the Lord ſeeth not. 
ERUSALEM was the Capital City of Fudea, 
and was famous not only for the Reſi- 


Verſe 9. | | 
| A 2 denes 


1 4 2 | 
dence of their Kings, and bor 2 — : 
21 Sneveſſion” of Prophets for x | 
1 8 x but 2 the ſpecial Preſens 


il jinſe}f; for or ; Hoe * by. emple 
ih "which was th Hoſics, an 
thi . 1 16 Glory 
eee a fucks © 'One 1 hav: 


= not be 


Contrary, for in reg Time . throw 
contrary polluted bis hep ur 
and gave * felves up to commit all 
5 of Sin witk Greedineſs. | 
If you. read. over. the egoing Chap- 
ts, vol will learn the eplorable State 
the Nation at that Lime, and the ſe- 
veral Abomlinations which haſtned their 
Deſtruction. The Spirit of God carries 
the Prophet to the Temple in a Viſion, 
and ſhews him firſt the Image e Fea: 
louſy, fo called, becauſe it provoked God 
to tot: 45 Fhis was an Image of 
Baal which Manaſſob bad ſet up at the 
very Gate of the Altar, that the People 
might wörſhip it, as often as they came 
to ring their Offerings to "the Gad of 
Iſeael. He then: beings him to the Door 
of the Court, where there was a2. private 
Chamber, in which the Worſhippers of 
this Lal — — Devotions:; And 


FOE 4 * % * , 
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Hs aid te n, Fry 8 
Abaminations th 
in; and {mt and be 


Things, 4 * Ante; NE | | 

BER che” 12 of of: the = 2 2 
red pen » 79nd \ cho 

9 5 Load before rbam {eventy Man 


the wicked 
0 15 a 


eqery Man hit Cenſer in hir Has 

thick Cloud of Incenſe went. 1% 

Het me, Sen of Man, b 

whey, the Ancients of the Houſe of "acl 
pi in the dark.) every Mu in the Cham 


rs 'of Imagery? Here is the moſt goto: 
N Ka 2 d FL Infidelity, f. 
eeth ws not, the Lar ſs | 
— Laaber the | tb. After this the 
Spirit brings him out again 75 the * 
of the Gate of the Lord's Houſe, and 
ſhews him 4 Company of Women wee ping 
for Tanmuz. I This was the Image 
Jo BI pg Prince, who had been 
Race by his Brother for his in- 
aus po Oe with lewd Women, but 
was now.. worſhipt.as a God hy ſuch Crea- 
tures; he Image Af this Perſon was ered&e 
ed at the.Gate of the Lord's Houſe, and 
all the infamous Women in the City. came 
at certain Times to lament his Death, ane 
pay him their Devotions, Thus the Tau- 
pls of God was md into a publick 
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"3 Stews, or Houſe of Harlots. But to con- 
_ clude the Viſion, the Spirit bids him turn 
about once more, and He ſhould ſee great- 
CA Abominations than theſe; Then He 
t Him into the inner Court of the 
Los s Houſe," and behold, at the Door of 
the Temple of the Lord, between the Fored- 
and tbe Altar, were about five and t 
Men, with their Backs towards the Tei 
of the" Lord, and their Fates towards the 
Eaft, and they ꝛeorſbipped the Sun towards- 
dhe Eaft.* The former Abominations were- 
committed in the outer Court, but this, 
at the very Entrance into the Temple it 
ſelf, between the Porch and the Altar; 
here the People turn d their Backs on 
God's Houſe, in Contempt of his holy 
Inſtitutions, and worſhip'd the Sun, Moon, 
aud Stars, which He had forbid upon 
Pain of Death, Deut. xvii. 3, 4. If there 
be found among you within any of the 
Gates which the Lord has given thee, Man, 
or Woman, that hath wrought Widckedneſs 
in the Sight of the Lord by God, by ** 
foipping the Sun or Moon, or any of th 
Hoft of Heaven, which 1 have not com- 
manded thee ; thou ſbalt bring forth that 
Man or Woman to thy Gates, and Stone 
them with Stones till they die, Thus did 
they affront the Majeſty "of Heaven with- 
in His. own Houſe, ſetting up their Al- 
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tars agaifiſt his Altar, * their Poſts 


ainſt his Poſts : No wonder, therefore, 


th 


phet, That He would not give! bis Glory to 
another, nor his: Praiſe to graven Ima ger, 
ſhould reſolve to deſtroy them. 
We find him accordingly in the benining 
of this Chapter, calling the Executioners of 
his Vengeance together; Cauſe them that 
have the Charge of the 25 to draw near. 
(fays lie) every Man with his deſtroying Wea- 
pon in his Hand; ſome think theſe were 
ſo many Angels, who were to be charg d 
with this dreadful Commiſſion; but others 
reading the Words, as you find them in 


the Margin of your Bibles, Cauſe tbe 


Viſtations of the City to approach take 
them i in a metaphorical Senſe, g. d. « Ap- 
„ bproach all ye waſting and deſolating 
„En Famine! Sword! Peſtilence 
arthquakes! Go. thro the City and 
« ſmite the Inhabitants, both young and 
© old; let not your Eye ſpare, neither 
« have ye pity : But before the dreadful 
Commiſſion is executed, God takes partir 
cular Care of his faithful Servants, who 
had not bow'd the Knee to Baal, but ha 
ſighed and cried for the Abominations of 
the Land; Go, ſays He, to the Man clothed 


wit h Linen, with a Writer's Inkborn by his . 


ide; Go thro' the City, and ſet a Mark 
on the Ferebeads of the Men that ſigh, 
and that cry for all the Abominations. 7 a 


at He who had told them by his Pro- : 
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| 4% done: in the mit Jeni: This Mint 

is agreed by Interpreters to ber the 'Sow 
e Cob; and tlie Errand Ie is ſent ups 
on, 2 to' his Naturè and Office 4 
God ſends his Srrvantt to execute Ven- 
geance on his Enemies, but He ſends: his 
Son to be the daviour of his Flt, by. ſer- 
ting a Mark: on the Furebeadr of the Men 


that ſigb and "died Fer rhe Abominations of 
Fe Landl. 


Now that 98 may apply this Paſſage 
of: Scripture to our WN it will be * 
per to enguire of ot | 

Firſt, 5 What thoſe . are; ; that 
a are to be found among us. 


Seconuly, Hou the People of God ſhould 
be adecded with them. 


Thirdly „The i nie Eon will ariſe 


by following the Example of theſe 


-£ od Ifraeliter, who ſighed and eie 
r the 22 of their Country. 


F Let us conſi der what” thoſe" Abo- 
minations are, that are to be found among 
us. And here I ſhall. take the Liberty to 
mention ſoine pernicious Principles, as well 

as. Practices. 

* Win regard to Men's Plinciylet "Ii 
| fad to obſerve the prodigious Growth of 
Arbeiſn, both in City and Country: 
Men don't only live without God, but 
work themſelves up to a real — 
| tnat 


1 "> 
that there is no ſuch Being, what elſa 
do. they mean who ſet up Hell. fire Clubs, 
and in a . ludicrous Manner ſend Meſſen- 
gers to the Devil to invite him into their 
Society; theſe Men ſeem to have put out 
the very Light of Nature, for if there 
be auy Principle that all Mankind agree 
in, tis this, that there is a God Athe: 
iſm is a Sin that is not to he found in 
Hell it ſelf, for the Devils believe and 
tremble. How dreadful then muſt it be 
to conſider, that in ſuch a City as Lon- 
don, there ſnould be ſuch Numbers of Me 
who thro the Pride of their Hearts wi 
nat ſeek after God, God is nat in all their 
Thoughts, or, (as the Margin of our Bible 
reads it) A whoſe Thoughts are that there 
As no GO. NN | 
Lis no leſs 8 to obſerve the 
Growth of Deiſm and Infidelity ; for 
i tho it is better to have any Religion 

than none at all, yet certainly it muſt 
be a very great Crime to deny the CHRIL- 
STI AN REVELATION in a Land which 
abounds with ſo much Light and Knows 
ledge as Ours; and, where the Truth of 
the Chiriſtian Religion has heen ſo often 
demonſtrated and ſet in the cleareſt Light; 
and yet there are great Numbers among 
us, who aſſume to themſelves the Title, o 
Free-thinkers, that have thrown off all Re- 
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* Pſalm x. 4. 


"IM gerd 
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ih 1 9 

der "6" revealed Religion, looking upon 
the ible as Ban and. our bleffed Sa- 
eue lab in Im £ Salvation! by a cxu- 
"676d" Saviour 8d hοt only a ſtumbling 
Moc bur Fooliſfneſt * hey ban 
der AIT. 'pablick*Woflhip, and look u 
ME ele Gepe but a a8 @ iconviogly de- 
viſe Fable th deceive ignorant and ſilly 
Honey. Would to: God dur Nobility and 
Sentfy were not too much enclined to 
Prificiples! Nett wobl enn: 
F atone the Friends of Revelation 
By Tf, thee are #6 leſs Abominations; 
For what z vie Religion” is Popery, which 
Iſymes à Power of diſpenſing with the 
Word of God, and of indulging Men 
I che Commiſtom of the moſt flagrant 
Crimes: If a Man be a commen Swear- 
= er, D#imkard! Whoremonge ger; or Adultercr, 
4 Pricft can of tat Religion can abſolve 

4 ** Or if He dies without Abſolution, 
can pray him out of Purgatory, pro- 
Ude He! leaves Money enough: to the 
Church to make it Worth 
Thus Forgiveneſs of Sins, and Heaven it 
felf, is ſet to Sale to the beſt Bidder: 
One would thin, that ſuch abfurd Prin- 
<iples ſnould never prevail amongſt Man- 
Kind ; but it ean't be concealed, tliat there 
Hive" been vaſt Numbers of Men, who 
have endeavoured to propagate the very 
Vitals of this Religion in the Nation, 
mean, the Doctrines of — of 
1 Merit, 


„„ 
* 


muſt therefore be: the more diſp 


But in doing this, you ſhould 
avoid thoſe Extremes, which 
ment, are the Cauſes of the Eyil we comr 


Thus the moſt important 


| alt 
' Merit; and of + tbe:nPowpy: of d Rrieſ 
"bo —— bine; God has indeed» deliver- 


ed us once and again in a mi 


Manner from the Superſtitiau and Slavery 


chat tlieſe Men would: bring Mapa 


the Sight of Cod, chat there dhould. he 
the leaſt Inelination in any) t us 


£0 unite with them again. 4885 


But there is ane Abominatiaa more 
which deſerves to be taken Notice of up- 


on this Occaſions: and that js the Ingreaſe 
of Scepticiſm+ amongſt all Ranks and Or 


ders of Men; I am ww 5 urag⸗ 
ing your Enquiries er 

I: know tis your Duty; and. 1 am 7 
fied that the fundamental Doctrines of the 
Goſpel will ſtand the ſevereſt Scrutiny - 


in my Judg 


plain off; for ſome Men will. — 0 
more of their Bibles than they 

prehend, ar bring down te. the vel af 
of 3 own mf Gal. met pay. ering 7550 
the Fooliſbneſa of Gad ist wiſer than 
Doctrines of 
Goſpel; ſuch as the Doctrines Bolle Wop Ho 
Trinity, of the Eternal D —— F our Bleſſed 
Savigur, and his 7 iiber ae 


exploded-by ſome, and: — in ¶ eſli/ 


on hy others, meerly far- this Reaſon, he- 
crate they are Ms — the Rand 


x 


— 
—- 


"y | 
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F 
; there" ate ſome hobeſt Chriſtians 
no ſeem to be afraid of making any 
Uſe of their — in Matters of Reli- 
gion, as if Chriſtianity was not a feaſon- 
able Service, or it was criminal to be able 
to render 4 Reaſon of ' the hops that is in 
— with | Mocknoſs; and with Fear." Sarely; 
y Brethren, the right Method of being 
—— with the ſaving Truths of the 
Goſpel, lies between hoth Extremes; 
we are to make uſe of our Reaſon 25 
far as it will go, but not to reject any 
Part of Divine Revelation, becauſe we can- 
not comprehend it by Reaſon, for the 
Apoſtle — in one Place, * That tbere 
are ſome Things in our Bibles hard to be 

; and in another Place, Great 

ts the My ſhery of Godlinefs; therefore where 
Reafon 4 let Faith begin ! God has 
not commanded us to believe any Thing 
that is contradictory to our Reaſon; but 
Chriſtian is bound to believe many 
Things that are inſinitely above it; He is 
to believe them, only for this Reaſon, be- 
cauſe. God has revealed them, If Men 
did thus humbly: reſign up their Under- 
ſtandings to Divine Revelation, they would 
not ſhock the Pillars of our common 
: Ghriſftianity, by endeavouring to be Wiſe 
ore wb it written, or by attempting 
ro damen what muſt — be allowed 


— 1 1 a as. td — l I — 
2 5 — 
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_ People be ſo wavering and: unfegled 


ſacſe, 
vers neuer at ſucb an Height | 4 then; 


pon 
To wicked Contrivers of . Cries of 


in City 


[LIN 


1 mean the Boctins 


2 oe and of the Deity” 
ey, Friniryy 0 1 
of the don of God; nor wauld the Minds: 


in Matters that affeck the very Vis 0 
Religion, and whicli, if the Mercy of God 
do net prevent, Lam afraid will end in 
the denial: of all — Religions” — 

Theſe are ſome of thoſe Principles which 
— to threaten us with the Divine Diſ- 
mee e it e r br Hee 

Let us now remark the nie Reba · 
viory. of great Numbers of People in this 


| Kingdom for theſe few Tears paſt, and 


we ſhall ſee yet greater A 
theſe. For, We as. = 


: „ pr 
* Firſt, Pride, Aiden * Grevia 


Theſe - were the — of that un- 
happy Scheme, that has ruined fo many 
reputable Families, and has brought u 


the Widow and Fatherleſs + Pride is the 
Sin which ſtands in the Front ef thoſe 
Things which God hates; *, Theſe f. 
Things doth the Lora hatr, yea ſeven are 


an Abomination to him, be Look, nd | 
4 lying Tongus. To this was owi 
prodigious. Prodigality- 2 appeared ret both 
and Country; for the fupport of 
—— qur — Tradefmen turn d 


een u u. w: - 4 ' 1 9 „ 


Gameſtery, 


1 14 12 

Gameſters, and 8 ſuch Methods ef — 
ting Money, as they certainly knew muſt. 
be ruinous ” bt deſtructive: in the End. I. 
hellere wel are ll ſenſible of the Folly 
aud Wickednefs of theſe Projects at pre-. 
ſent ; let us enliy remember ws our fu- 
ture Conduct, that Pride goes = 'De> 
1 and' an baughty Spine” before 0 4 

8 


exconadly, Laber — in Men“ 's 
Practice Which continues yet amongſt us, 
ir the Loſs: of all — Honeſty , Men 
have no Regard to their Word, their Pro- 
miſes, or their Oaths; they have been im- 
poſed u pon themſelves, and therefore think 
they he a Licenſe to cheat and deceive 
echers; where can you find a Man in 
City and Country, who in his Contracts 
and Bargains is willing te do to others, 
as' He would that they ſhould do to him: 
Mis true, our Loſſes lie heavy upon us; 
But — we tö repair them by throws 
ing the Burden upon others, who are 4s 
unahle to bear it as ourſelves; / No cer- 
_ ralnly, for this is contrary” to the Law 
of — — which ſays, 12 thou ſell ought 
Shed ve; or buyeſt "ought e Wy 
—— and, ye "ſhall not -oppreſs 
another. There ka bono loud Cry "of 
Oppreſſion among the rers 
* his Selon, and 1 believe not with- 


— — —— — egg 
— 


355 


# Prov. xvi, 18. + Levit, Ar. Th, ol 
in | out 


ag * = +2 
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© 3 
out. Reaſon, ſome have taken à great degi 
of. Liberty with the Parliament, and oth 
with the Court, not paring the Perſon | 


and Chriſtians, if we ſar down in Silence, 
and took ſome {part of the Folly. and 
Blame to our ſelves; every one ſmiting 
on his own Breaſt, and ſaying, what haye 
I done [ $244 23 [6 2 1 17 ' > een 
Thirdly, Open Prophaneneſs; and Impiety 
in another Abomination of aur Land, this 
difcovers it ſelf in the Sins of Drun⸗ 
kenneſs, Whoredom, Sodomy, Perjury, and 
the. moſt execrable Curſing and Swearing z 
hich are committed without Shame, ot 
emorſe; tis ithpoſſible to go along the 
Streets eitller in City Or Co untry, with- 
out hearing the Holy and Reverend Name 
of God blaſphemed; and this Vice has 
not. only ſpread it ſelf among the Vul- 
gar, but Ras infected the Gentry and 
Nobility of the Kingdom; they that won't 
ſuffer their own Honours to be. injured 
y their Inferiours, make nothing of pro- 
ituting. the Honour of their Maker upon 
every Decakion „if God, ſhould; deal with 
the People of England according to their 
Caries and Imprecations, there would be 
no occaſion; for the Plague to deſtroy 
them ʒ for we ſhould ſee Ihouſands drop- 
ing down dead in our Streets every Day, 
at let ſuch remember, that, tho Sentence 


againſt 


- 


wo moſt People turn'd into 2 Da 7 of 
| Mirth and Pleaſure z ſo that the — | 


1 1 


an evil Work is not ſpeedily e 


. Thing God - will 


W I might here 
ihe the Noe of ro ref wg or the 
. inſtead. of being ſpent 

publick and- private Devotion, 


aud Places of publck Worſhip are 5 a | 
manner deſerted, and the Fields, | 
Taverns: and Alehouſes are full of — 
pariy 3 this was one of tlioſe Sins, among 
many others, that brought the ſeventy 
Years Captivity on tie Few z Their Priefts 
baue violated. iy: Law-(ſays God) * and 
baue bid their Eyes from 'my Sabbatbe; 
their-Princes haue in like Wolves to pet 
Puppet Gain; their Propbete habe daubed 
with untemper 2 Mortar, and the People 
the po, bave uſed Oppieſſion, and exer= 
eiſead Robbery ; they * — vexed the Pooy, 
and the Needy, pry oppreſſed the Sttange# 


: 7% fil. Therefore I have pour d out 


Indignation upon them, and have re- 
fed their own "way 10 their enen 
Ix 9 


But I ſhall . take Notice- of one 
Thing more, which I ſhould not have 
mention'd at this Time; but that I am 
afraid it has taken too deep Root in the 
Minds of the enn of God: themſelves, 


& Ezek: oy 26, &c. 
6 and 


- & i - * 
; » 2 — P - 


and that is the Sin of Urchavitablentfs ;thif* - 
is à Vice that none will#How to be charged 
upon themſelves, and ytt moſt People are iu 
ſome degree guilty of it. We don't love one 
another as Brethren; nor ſo much as conſider 
each other t& provoke to love and good 
Works? 1 am far from diſtouraging a zen- 
lous contending for the Faitii, I hope we all 
do it in our ſeveral Places; but then let us 
de it in che Spirit of "Meeknefs, accord 
ing to the Apoſtles Rule, In Merknefs- 4 
inſtructing "thoſ# that oppoſe rbemſelues, if © 
God, peradienture, wil gibe them "Repon- 
tante th the "Ackivildoment oft the Truth, 
Jam ſatisfſed this is the beſt Way of 
convincing Gainſayers, and of winning them 
over to the Belief of the Truth.” But inſtead 
of this are there fot to be found among 
us, who have the fame Hope towards 
God, and the ſame Faith in dur Lord 
Jeſus ' Chriſt, Debates, Enoyings; Wraths, 
Strife s, Backbitingt, Whiſperings; Swellinge, 
 Tumults ;*F If à Kingdom divided againſt 
it ſelf can't ſtand, what will become of 
the poor diſſenting Intereſt! How contra” 
ty are theſe Things to the Spirit of a 
meek Redeemer, and to the diſtiuguiſning 
Mark that He: has given us of his Diſei- 
ples! By this ſbal i Nen knom ye are 
ny Diſciples, if you love” on# another. Lord, 
pour out ſuch a Spirit on Miniſters and 
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"private" Chtiſtians !* +: That they kt if 5 
2 ſ- Be 


of all theſe; Anger, Mratb, Malice, B 
phemy, und evil Cummunication, not lying 
one to another; and nay put on (as the 


Fle# of God Holy and Beloved) Bowels of 


Mercies, Kindnefs, Humbleneſs of Mind, 
Meekneſs, Long-ſuffering, forbearing. one 
another, and forgiving one another; if any 
Man have a Quarrel againſt any, even as 
Chriſt - forgave them, and that above all 
theſe Things," they may put on Charity, 
*which" is the Bond of Perfectneſo. | 


Well, thus I have ſhewn you ſome of 


thoſe Abominations that are to be found 
amongſt us: I need not tell you what 
a threatning Aſpect they have upon our 
Affairs; the Diſtreſs of great Numbers of 
People is already very great, but a Na- 
tion ſo univerſally corrupt as Ours, may 
reaſonably fear, that when a Cup of 


Trembling is put into the Hands of our 


Neighbours, we fhould drink the very 
Dregs of it. I go on, therefore, 

-- *Sevondly,” To conſider how the People 
of God ſhould he affected with theſe Abo- 
minations; to which I anſwer in the Lan- 


guage of my Text, they ſhould feb an 


e wich implies; , 
_.»» Firſt, Areal Concern of Mind; for ſigh - 
ing ſupnoſes Sorrow of Heart. And ought 
not every good Man to be ſenſibly touch- 
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1 Cool. iii. 8, 9, 12, 13. 14. 


ed 


ed. with the TER: ppy *. of his 
Country ? > When 2 Power of Religion is 
in a Manner loſt, and F logds of . 
and Prophaneneſs are broken in upon us. 
Zor's righteous Soul was grieved with the 
filthy Converſation of the Inhabitants of 
Sodom; For that Righteous Man dwelling 
among them in ſeeing and hearing, vexed 

his Righteous Soul from Day to Day n 
their unlawful Deeds. And David tells 
us, + That Horror had taken hold of Him, 
becaufe of the Wicked that forſook- God's 

Lau; Some would make a Jeſt of ſuch 


Practices, but they filled his holy Soul 


with Indignation; He had ſuch a Regard 
for the Honour of God, that He could 
not ſee his Laws violated without ex- 
preſſing the utmoſt Reſentment; Nay, ſo 
fervent was His Zeal, that it bad: in 4 
manner conſumed him; Oh, that there 
was ſuch a Zeal for God amongſt . Wan, 
ſtians of our Fime! But. 
Secondly,” This ſighing and crying imp 
further, ſome outward As of Devotion ens 
Piety As for Example 
That we mourn over the e of 
11 Land both in Secret and Publick **; 


Rivers of Water ſhould run down our Fee, 


becauſe Men keep not God's Law. What 


a fad Proſpect muſt we have before us, 


87 
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1 ben ehe . e of God. ** gat the 
3 Door, and there are no Signs: of Repen: 
F _ - gance- and Reformation; when the. ro- 
F - phet Feremiah found all his Was rnings and 
*Exhortations-to-the, People ineffectual, He 
tells them at laſt, tliat the decree was rea- 
dy to bring forihi. and that He ſhould | 
give them no further Uneaſinels by. pub- 
lie Exhortations, hut content himſelf 29 
mourning for them in Secret, But 
"20 will-not hear, my Soul ſhall ee in ſc: 
eret Pluces for your Pride, and mine Eye 
bY — weep. ſore, and run down, with Tears, 
us Copy: after this excellent Example, 
and when, tis not in Power to reform our 
© . Country, let us mourn-over its approach- 
ing Ruin; I Ob that our Heads. were Va- 
ter: and our Eyes Fountains: of Tears 
Further, we ſhould not only mourn 
for the Land, ut cry (againſt the Abomi- 
- nations: of it We are not to be ſilent at 
ſuch a Time as this, But to cry, aloud and 
ſpare' not, to liſt up our Voices like a 
Trumpet, and ew 146 People their Tranſ- 
Frelfons ||. - We that are Miniſters ſhould 
do ſo, for we ate the Watchmen of I 
rael, and every private Chriſtian ſhould do 
ſo you ſhould rebuke your wicked Neigh- 
bours and Companions, when yon hear 
them Swear and Curſe, and Blaſpheme 
5 | + My: Name of God, and not be afraid of 
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their 


fence, of your Frie WR. en He is A 
and will. 2 es 1 in the 


of God? By this means you may check 
the Grownl, of Inpiety, and drive ir in 
80 Corners, 3 | 


 bave 1 houre 


1 re of my Wrath ;, hem own; way. have 
Lord. $0 that when the 8 of P 


wreſtle with 
F- 9853 that He will ak NO them for 
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cheir Reroaches z You will appear in 
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* 1 1 ir n 
And as we Tthould bear Ou 12 
We 


_ alſo. c t God for. tha Par 1 of 4 1 5 
33 we, are 2 y- ruiged;; 55 


: 7 25 ER For. 12 Lan that. 7 le — 


lte, it Hh vo I found . none : Therefore 


out m Indignation 14pon 
them; * I have. conſumed them with he 


recompenſed on their. Heads, ſaith. \the 
rayer 
is departed from a People, there remains 
nothing but 4 fearf 11 looking for of Judꝝ - 
ment, but when there are Perſons to be 
found, wholg 5 learts God ba lebe, wen ta 

im for the ng, Me may 


1 was the Prayer of David, that 
ne, e Hand of the deſtroying. Angel 


after He had. flain Seventy. Thouſand 


Men from Dan. to Beerſbeba, P And no- 
thing but this can fave. he 


TAIN from the ſame Calamity; for Zi | 
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* Ezck. xxl, 39. 3% + 2 Sam. xxiv, a7, 
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offs fouls" therefore let ins ot Bold mY 


Peirce, and for Jeruſalem's ſake let us not 
reſt,” till the Ri igbreouſneſs- thereof go forth 
ar Brightneſs, / the Saluation veg ed 
as the Lamp that burneth;* Let us fo 
low the Example of good King David, 
who neyer forgot Feruſalem in his Pray- 
rs" If I forget thee, O Jeruſalem, they 
let my . Right-hand forget her Cunning; 
do not remember thee, let my Tongue 
cleave to the Roof of my. Mouth, + And 
here we may fill our Mouths with Ar- 
guments; we may plead the boundleſs 
Metcies of God; the infinite Merits of 
Jeſus Chriſt, the Regard that God has 
promiſed to have to his Name and Inter- 
eſt in he World, as well as to the ſmall i 
Remnant of his F aithful Servants that 4 
among us: We may pray with the Pro- 
phet Daniel; || O my God, we do not 
preſent our 80 cations. before er ter 7 
our Righteouſ neſſes, but for. tb great | 
_ ties; O Lord hear, O Lord f forgive, Q 
Lord Hy and do, defer not, for thy 
own ſake, O ny God; for thy ty, and 
thy People are called by thy Name: Or, 
with Abraham, Peradventure, there be ten 
Righteous Per ons in the City,” "wile thou 
not ſpare it for the ten fate? 
And finally, To all theſe our Devotions, 
Zet us join 'our beſt Endeavours Joe Re 
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; 16. ai. 1. Pam cxxxrii. 7. I Dan. ix. 18. 
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e 

fermation ;; J know the Sword, of the ci: 
wr Magiſtrate is not in your Hank ng | 
as Maſter of Families, and Parent vou 
may help forward this good Work, 5 
walking in your Houſes with 4 perf 
Heart, being Examples of Godlineſs, So- 
briety and Virtue, to them that are un- 
der your Care; the neglect of this is one 
great Occaſion, of the Licentiouſnels of 
the riſing Generation; for tis in vain to 
think of reforming the Members of 2 
Family, while, the Head walks diſorder- 
ly; your Children and Servants will pay 
a greater Deference to what you do, than 
to what you ſay, Ler your Lights there. 
fore ſo ſhine in the World fore Men, 
that .. others. ſeeing your, good Works may 
glorify your heavenly Father. And if your 
Examples alone are not ſufficient to re- 
commend Religion to your Families; uſe 
your Authority, for you have a Right to 
command them in Matters of Religion, 
as well as of civil Life 50 7 know Abra- 
ham (ſays God) f that He will com- 
mand bis Children and hit | Houſebold 4 
ter bim, and they 0 keep the Ways f 
the Lord; Keep them therefore out of 
the. way of Temptation, Reſtrain them 
from wicked Company, and reprove them 
faithfully 7 you obſerve them yield- 
ing to the Vices of the Times: My Bre- 
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Matth. v. 16, + Gen. xviii, 19. ö 
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EO eee 
then, you can't ' diſcharge your Duty to 
God, and your, Country, without this; nay, 
N venture to fay, that the neglect of this 
part of your Duty will haſten the Judg- 
ments of God upon your Families, and up- 
on the whole Nation: * 7 have told Eli, 
chat I will judge his Houſe for ever, for the 
Iniquity which He knoweth ; becauſe his Sons 
made themſelves vile, and He reſtrained them 
c Ke; 
„ N 33; CIT ot? 
Thirdly, To conſider the Advantages that 
will ariſe from ſuch a Behaviour as this; 
tis ſaid in my Text, that God will ſer 4 
mark upon their Forebeads, and that He will 
command the deſtroying Angel, when He 
is ſlaying all the other Inhabitants of the 
City, + That He ſhall not come near any 
Man, upon whom is the mark, The Roman 
Catbelicks, who underſtand this Paſſage of 
Scripture in the literal Senſe, will have this 
mark to be the Sign of the Croſs; and 
with them agree ſome of the Ancient Fa- 
thers, I ſuppoſe, becauſe the Word in the 
Hebrew, which we tranſlate 2 Mark, an- 
ſwers to the Letter (T) in our Alphabet, 
but thoſe that are acquainted with that 
Language, know that the Hebrew Letter 
(Thau) is of a quite different Shape from 
our (T). But if we remember, that this 
whole Chapter is 2 Viſion we may reaſona- 


* 1 Sam. fil. 13. + Verſe 6. 


bly 
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bly fuppoſe, that this Mark is no othe? 
than ſome Mark of Favour and Diſtinction 
that God will put upon them, Thar fig 
and cry for the Bob tions of their Coun 
try, Hd fo ft may include theſe four Pars 
ticulars. 

Firſt, Boerner God allows ſuch Pei ſr ons 
the Honour of ſaving their Country from 
Ruin. Thus Moſes preſerved the Childrer 
of 1/rael, when the Anger of God waxe 
hot againſt them, for worſhipping the Calf ; 
Let me alone (fays God) that I may con- 
ume them, and I will make of thee a great 

Nation Hut Moſes beſought the Lord on 
God for them, and the Lord 7 
Evil whith be thought to dv to this W 
And God would have done the ſame Ho- 
nour to Abtabam, if there had been but 
Ten Rightcous Perſoris in thoſe Cities, fot 
which He prayed. When God ſhakes his 
Rod over a Natlol, He looks for Perſons to 
ſtand in the Gap, and make up the Hedge3 
and tis certain, that the “ effecual fervent 
5 105 Righteous Perſons prevailerh 
o we have no particular De- 
MD from Heaven in Anſwer to our 
ayers in tlieſe laſt Ages of the World, 
pet / am fully ſatisfied that many remarka- 
ple Delivetances have been obtained, and 
many publick Calamities have been averted 
from Kingdoms and Nations, by the Pray- 
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— have been in th em. 


But, Secondly, I God e not et 55 
Peoples Prayers, ſo as to ſave their Coun- 


try from tlie Calamities with which He bas 


threatned it, yet through their Interceſſion, 


He may contend with it but in meaſure. The 
Prayer of David ſtopt the Hand of the de- 
ſtroying Angel, after it had ſlain twenty 
Thouſand People: And when the Children 


of Iſrael wept at the Door of the Congre- 


gation in the time of the Plague, and the 
Magiſtrates ſet themſelves in . earneſt 
to reform the Land; * The Plague was 
ſtayed after it bad defiroge d twenty-four 


Than an Sauls, God 975 not always ſend 


his Judgments on a Nation to ws it, but 
ſometimes only- to awaken and reform it; 
and when this is accompliſhed, He ſuffers 
himſelf to be intreated for them: ; At whar 
Inſtant Soever He ſpeaks concerning a Nation, 
and concerning a Kingdom to pluck up, and 
0 pull down, and to 2 it If that N. 

tion againſt wham He bas: pronounced, turn 
From their Evil, He will vepent. of” the Euil 


He thou t to do unto them. 


But if the Decree muſt bring forth, and 
the overflowing Scourge muſt paſs rough 
the Land; God may fut ſuch. a Mark on 
thoſe that have. fegbed and cried for the Abo- 


minat ions of it, that the . —.— ner! 
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them, You know How the 
Touſes © he Iſraelites were. 'preſerved, 
when all the: Firſt-born of the Egyptian: 
were deſtroyed; and we have ſeverat Prö- 
miſes to encourage the People of God to 
hope for ſome peculiar Favour at ſuch a 
time; not to repeat the Paſſage in my Text, 
God tells thefe very People, * That though 
5 th os d be 7 among the Heathen, 
e would be to them as 4 " little Sandtu- 
25 in the Places "where they ſhould come, 
Again, when the Sinners in Zion ſhall be 
afraid, and Fearfulneſs ſhall: ſurprize the 
Hypocriter; # They that walt »i 'ohteouſly, 
and ſpeak ri) that ſhake” cheſs Hands 
From boldins F Bribes, and ſbut their Eyes 
from ſering Evil , they ſpall dwell on high, 
the place of their Defence ſhall bx rhe. Mini 
zion of Rocks, their Bread ſhall be given 
them, and their Water ſhall fg: ſure. 1 2 
times God takes his Poole to Heayen be- 
fore the Storm comes; and at other tim 
He hides them in the hollow of his Hand. 
*till the Indignation he overpaſt; thus righ- 
teous Lot efcaped out of S:Jom- Before = 
was deſtroyed ; and the Prophet Jeremiah 
had his Life given him for a Prey; God 
does not always indeed work 2 Miracle for 
the Preſervation of his faithful Servants, 
but ſometimes he does; and this is ſuffici- 
ent to enedurage our Devotions, It Seek Fe 
ek. xi, 16. +l, ae! 14, 15, 16. Teph. l. 3. 
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EE Nene hal 
meſs, ſeek Meckneſs Ix MAY, BR 
be big in the Day of the Lord's yk Pe 
Blut after all, if God ſhould nat put any 
Mark of Diſtinction and Favour upon his 
People in this Life, He will certainly do it 


Hand of the deſtroying Angel, their Souls 
hall be conducted by Gardian Angels into 
Abrabam's Boſom: They ſball enter into 
Peace, and fuch a Peace as ſhall he attend- 
ed with Joy unſpeakable and full of Glory, 
* God ſball then wipe away all Tears from 
their Eyes, and there ſball he no more Death, 
neither ſorrow, nor crying, neither ſhall there 
be any more Pain, for the former Things ſball 
be'paſſed. away. Nay, ſuch publick- ſpirited 
Perſons may expect not only a diſtinguiſh- 
ing Reward, but a diſtinguiſnd Place of Ho- 
nour amongſt the Spirits of Juſt Men made 
perfect, As Chriſt told his Apoſtles a little 
before his Death, + Becauſe they had conti- 
pued with him in bis Temptation, therefone 


He appointed to them a Kingdom—- that they 


might ſi on Throne judging the twelve Tribes 
75 Iſrael» This was à particular Mark of 
Favqur to them: In like manner God has 
told his faithful Seryvants who are Interceſ- 
ſors with him, for the Publick Good of 
their Country, that I He will put their 
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ut their Death : If their Bodies fall by the 
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bs a 18 they may com is 


Fee He has told the 
arther, that They. that ſom in Taare 
reap in y, if not in this Lite, 


vet on 
to come, fo the Tri- 
ol of their Faith bei d Preview - 
than hat of Gald t. t peniſbeth, ſball be 
found to Praiſe, 4 771 nour, and Gloty, a 
the appearing of Je ſu Chriſhe . wont 4: iy 

Jou have. now heard what the Abowins- 


tions of the are: How the People 


God ſhould-be affected witk them: An 
the Fra that will 


* and crying Tye; tl 
. 


All that remains; is LY 1 ** 
Practice of this Duty he He upon this, 


certainly in che Life 


and all See of the 
proper Al 


Ae iſt. - Bo if er. the Lauer God. 


loves his Prince will ſupport his Character 


againſt the Calumnies and Reproaches of 


his Enemies, ſo he that loves God will be 
fired with an holy Zeal againſt thoſe that 
break his Laws, and; trample his Authority 


under their Feet. by not I hate them 
that. 209 thee, and am I not grigued with 
riſe up again ter (ys the Pla 
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mit) New, I bare them with 2 perfott He 
; I'count them mine Enenier. The 

Goſpel indeed forbids us to hate any Man's 
erlon, but it allows us to hate their Sits 


them; for this Purpoſe all Wiſe Govern? 
ments have enacted Laws for the ſuppreſs 
ſing of Vice and Prophaneneſs: Nor has 


Our Legiſlature been wanting in this Part 


of their Duty; but alas ! who is there to put 
the Laws in Execution? Where are the Ma- 
giſtrates that are jealous for the Lord God 
of Hoſts? Vice and Prophaneneſs ride in Tri- 


that dare 2 themſelves: - There ha 
been, indeed, a Society for Reformation of 


Manners in the City of London for ſome 


Years paſt, which has been very ſerviceable 


to the Cauſe of Religion, but how ſmall 


are their Numbers? how many their Diſ- 
couragements > and how impoſſible do they 
find" it to ſtop the Torrent of Prophatict 


that is broke in upon us? May I not there- 


- fore call to you as Moſes did to the Chil- 


dren of * Iſrael, Who is on the Lord's Side? 


let him come hither. Who is there among 


nour of his God ? the God that has created, 
redeemed, and ſanctified him; the God that 


has followed him with Goodneſs and Mer- 
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cy all his Days, and has deſigned him for 


an 


nd Vices, and bear our Teftimony againſt 


umph thro' our Streets, ind there are none 


you that has a real: Concern for the Ho- 
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an immortal State of Happineſs in the Kings 
lam.of Heaven, let him appear in. 
Cauſe, and ſhew: himſelf with undaunt 
N a0 Reſolution on 3 Side, by: 
openly countenancing t ing 147 
tends. to the Diſhonour 4 Name, 28 
well as by Hghung and es rr th Ao 
minations of . 
Motive ad. Tour Aßeclin 20 your ( 
toy, requires this of you: For the . — 
nations that are to be found amongſt the 
Inhabitants of Great Britain, will Trig 
down the Judgments of God upon it one 
time or other, if they are not repented of: 


Wherefore did God deſtroy the Gia Worl 


with 2 Flood, but ES all Fleſh h 
corrupted their N. ? And why did he rain 
down Fire and Brimſtone on the Cities of 
Sodom and Gomorrha, but becauſe che Cry of 
was wa xen great before the Face of 25 
ord ?, And wert the Inhabitants of theſe 
Cities greater Sinners than we? I tell you 
Nay: For if the mighty Works that Go 
has done amongſt us, and the many Deli- 


verances he has wrought” for us, had been 


wrought amongſt them, they would have 
repented long ago in Duſt and Aſhes, Na. 
wee in the World enjoys ſo many di- 

ſtinguiſhing Favours of Providence as Gurs; 
We have the pure Light of the Goſpel: A 
Proteſtant Prince on the Throne: Our Ci- 
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2 Gen, xix. 13. 


fired: We bare e 2nd Plen uy; 105 U 
and 2 good Trade, when" our 15 
75% groaving under all the Miſeries 
overty, 

fence ; 


FIR, and the raging Peſtt- 
ard yet. we are . againſt 
God and quarrelling, amongſt our ſelves; 
Nay, we don't only mürmur, but the Cry 
ok our, Wickediicfs N 410 to Heaven. 
We and unwiſe 
as bought thee" D Hah He 5 Pa 55 
and eftabliſped” 
of Old," configer the Tears of many We 
5 1 Ack IP Father an He will ſhew 
thy Hilders and they will tell thee. 
Bur 5 will be the End of theſe things? 
Will the divine Patiencs always e 
Or will He not rather avenge himſelf of 
Yi a People as this? This feems to be the 

.anguage of Providence at preſent ; God 
POT one out of his Place, and has pu 
Cup o ? trembl; ing into the Hands of out 
yery next Neighbours. Who can tell in- 
5 whoſe hands i it may be put next? The 
1 ſeems to he gathering over our 
Heads and Tam fure the Meaſure of out 
Iniquities is füll; Let us cry mightily to 


Cod therefore on the behalf of our dear 
Country, that Great Britain may not be- 
come a. Defolation, or 28 a Land not the 
Hadired. e 
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Deut. xxxu. 6, 7. 


Motive 


open d if the Flag ve ſhauld come 2 
us? How many Thouſands of our Fei 
Acquaintance, and Fellow Citizens m 
periſh both Body and Soul for ever & 
makes one's Fleſh rremble to heat af, the 
Miſeries of the poor Inhabitants of Mar- 
ſeilles, what Dread and Terror they were 
ſeized with; how all the Bands of Na- 
ture and Society were diſſolved; Parents 
Had no regard to their Children, nor Chil- 
dren to their Parents, when the dread- 
ful Tokens appeared upon them, but — 
turn d each other out of Doors to 
in the open Streets: Thouſands of por 
fied Carcaſſes by this means lay in the 
High - way without atty to bury them 
for Weeks together, tis dreadful, I ſay, 
to hear of theſe things, but how much 
"worſe muſt it be to ſee them with our 
yes, and to have ſuch: a Scene of Horror 
in the City of London. But the deplora- 
ble Circumſtances of the Souls of theſe 
unhappy Fufferers, is ſtill more affecting; 
for what Hopes can we have of their 
Salvation, who are bowing down before 
graven Images, and. worſhipping the pre- 
tende Reliques of their Saints; and at 
the ſame time, forgetting the God that 
. them, and obth * eeming the Rock 
their Salvation. And this would be 
e Caſe in ſome Meaſure with us, for 
E there 


- i There. 
ere dte Thaufanda) in the gien of kon- 


An chat know not their right hand from 
«heir left, in matters: of igion, and 
„Fhouſands mote that ar giuen up to 
ile Acleclicne, 42: doirhofs: thipge: f bat are 
vobecanvgnient, being filled with ail Unxigbte- 
uſriefs Furnicat ion, eee Maliciouſ- 
, Euuy, Hint har, 5 Debate; 3 N. hbiſp 715 
Buckbiters, Haters of God, deſpitæful, diſ- 
ns Barents, Pang cory Breck 
thut they that | commit: ſuch things are wor- 
thy of Deaths; not only do thei ſame, but 
baue "Pleaſure in + og that. do tbem. 80 
that meer Compaſſion to theſe wiferable 
Creatures ſhould move us . * for 
| thy Abominations of the I. Ber 4 

Motive ub. Conſider arther, The. Duty 
au owe..to Pofſertty ;, the Eicentiouſneſs of 
[he preſent Age is-owing in ſome Meaſure 
to thoſe who have had the Care of our 

N Youth, for though, there are ſome few Ex- 
amples of Perſons who have broke. through 
the Baunds of a, ING ah: Education, yet 
the Obſervation of Salomon is true in the 
general, + Train 1p a Child in the mY be 
ſbauld go, aud: when; He ig old He will not 
depart from it. Families are the Nurſeries 
of the Commonwealth, and;Maſters of Fa- 
ues educate their Children and Servants 
for 408 ee lo that 1 we AA ther 
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ter 5507 it and the 
call us Bleſſed © This is the moſt effełtial 
way of deſtroying the Abominations uf the 


Nr 


In Waren unc et hem g 
amples, the whole NADH Will — 
Generation to ome" Wl 


Mets for | Miniſters" may prench and the 
Goverhment enact Laws againſt them, to 
no Purpoſe without this. 1 confels3« I um 
not for making Religion a Tertour W 


| young People; nor for binding heavy Bur- 


s on their Shoulders, but I would en- 


deavour to ſhew them the Beauty ef Ho- 


lineſs, and the Deformity of Vice, "that 
the dne would advance their Eſtsem abd 
Honour with all good Men, aud the 
other bring them to Shame and Diſgrace; 
J would then lead them forward to the 
Judgment of God, Who has told us, * 

That to thei who by patient Comtinuanet in 
well doing, ſeek for Glory and Honwur and 
Iinmortalityj, He will giue rternul Li; 
bm to AR that are comtenitiont and obey 


"not the Truth, but have Pleuſurs in Un- 


righteouſneſs ; Tndignation and Meyn, Tri- 
bulation und Anginſb. 1 would recom- 
mend this to vou in the moſt” earneſt 
Manner, for tho the preſent Generation 


is very bad, the next is like to be worſe; 


unleſd vou that are the Heads of Fami- 
lies, will oblige your Children and Houſe- 
holds to keep the Ways of the Lofd.“ 
— a - mY Be RENE — 
* Rom, ii. 7, | "TI Oy IN 
ET KS Motive 


8 A 
orie 5th, Our chief Hope of: delivers 
| ance from the Plague is placed here; We 
may draw Lines, and prohibit Commetce 
kw 5 infected Places, but if God has a 
Controverſy with us, He will break down 
all our Fences, Tho is He that will ſet 
Briars and Thorns againſt him in Battle? 
N will go thro them, and burn them up 
together. The Sword of the deſtroying 
Angel is at God's Diſpoſal, who gives his 
Commiſſion to ſpare or to deſtroy as He 
pleaſes; let us turn our Eyes therefore 
unto him, from whom alone cometh our 
Help, and by deep Humiliation and Re- 
pentance endeavour to make our Peace 
with him. Let us purge out from amongſt 
us, every accurſed Thing; and return to 
that God- from whom we have departed : 
This is our laſt and beſt Refuge, * And i 
de diligently hearken to bis Voice and 
that which is night in bis Sight, and give 
ear to bis Commandments and keep them. "He 
be 75 _ W thoſe 1. apt upon us, 

aubich He upon the Egyptians; for 
He i the. We that healeth us. — fo 
+- Mative 6th. If after all, God: will not 
anſwer his People's.Prayers, ſo as to de- 
liver the Nation from the Plague; I am 
Hure this will be your beſt. Preparation to 
meet him in tha may f bis Fudgments - For 
you will then meet him as a God in Cover 
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nant, and will be enabled to commit all 


your. Concerns to him, as to one. w 


has promiſed to make all Things work tos: 
gether for your Good: If you have the 
Mark of 2 Meurner for the Abominations of 
the Land in your Forehead, the deſtroying 
Angel ſhall not hurt you: Or, if He ſnould 
mow you down in common with the reſt 
of your. Neighbours, your Sorrow ſhall be 
immediately turned into Joy: Where are 

| the Mourners of Ancient Times ?-: Lot; 


wiped away all Tears from: their Eyes; 
and introduced them into his immediate 
Preſence with Songs, and everlaſting Joy 
upon their Heads? Are they not reaping 


the happy Fruits of all their former Tears 


and Complaints? And ſo ſhall you after 
a few Days, for, Bebold be comes Wort 


and his Reward is with him, Ina Wo 
I know of no other Method in the Worl 

that will ſo effectually deliver you from 
your preſent, Fears, and from all future 
Danger, as this which I have been re. 
commending to you; let us therefore take 
up the Reſolution of the Holy Pſalmiſt, * 
And ſay of the Lord He js our Refuge, 
and our Foxtrefs, our God, in him will we 
zruſt ; And then * expect the Bleſ- 
ſing that follows; Sureſy He ſball deliver 
thee from the Snare of the Fowler, and 
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from 


Moſes, Feremiah; Daniel, has not God 
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g voiſpme Peftilente 2 "Hs ſhall. cer 


thee” with hit Feathers, at under his 


its falt "thou rut, bis "Truth ſhall be 


. Shell and Buckler - Thou - ſhalt not - 


rd "for the Terrour UN Mer, nor for 
bi rr that flieth b 175 Nor or 4 
Peftilence* that walleth Yarkneſs - Nor 


for the Deſtruftion os. waſteth at Noon 


Day. A Tbonſand ſhall at thy fide, 
and Ten Thouſand at 1 Right 1 
hut it ſhall not come nigb thee : "Only 420 
thine Eyes ſbalt thou bebold and Tee the 
Reward of the Wicked. _ Betauſe Fw haſt 
made the Lord thy Refuge, and the moſt 


al thy Hobication, ters ſball no Boil be- 


thee, "neither ſhall, any Plague come 


thy Dwelling for 72 ſpall give bis 
ee charge over. Fs 70. 0 h in 


of thy: $f 
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